
ONEIDA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Bill Lewis, Choirmon - Ken Elioson - Brion Jeppsen

Meeting Locolion: Event Center, 459 South Moin St., Molod City, ldoho 83252

MINUTES - Commissioners Meeling - 22December 2025 - 9:00AM
* RECORD'NG# 251222-0175 *

lN ATTENDANCE: Commissioner Choirmon Bill Lewis, Commissioner Brion Jeppsen, ond
Commissioner Ken Elioson.

Commissioner Lewis opened the meeting ond led oll in the pledge ond o proyer

Approve Agendo
Commissioner Elioson requested to odd the "2026 Commissioner Assignments ond
Choirmon Designotion" ogendo item to todoy's ogendo os he will not be here of the
next meeting.

Consenl Agendo, Poymenl of Cloims, ond Approvol of Meeting Minutes
The boord reviewed the poyment of cloims, ogendo, ond meeting minutes

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned fo occept fhe consenf ogendo, which inc/udes
the poyment of c/oims ond opprovol of meeting minutes. Seconded by
Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion corried.

Totol# of Poyments

65

37

5

21

Amount Poid

5 29,355.44

s 19,456.04

s 3,194.51

s 11,628.38

S osg.r+

s 1,665.00

5 9,342.87

s 11.98

5 2,330.00

5 2,735.70

5 t28.73

s 1,400.00

5 14,847.19

s 124.1s

4

2

37

1

3

1

2

5

4

2

Fund Description

GENERAL FUND/CURRENT EXPENSE

ROAD AND BRIDGE

AIRPORT

AMBULANCE

DISTRICT COURT

FAIR, COUNTY

JUSTICE FUND

PARKS & RECREATION

REVALUATION

TORT

WEEDS

CONSOLIDATED ELECTIO NS

E-91'l

DRUG COURT/SPC. CT. CORRDINATOR

TOTAL: s 96,919.13
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Commissioner E/ioson motioned to odd "2026 Commissioner Assignmenfs ond
Choirmon Designotion" to the ogendo ond to occept the ogendo. Seconded by
Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.



Oneidq Counly Vessel Fund Report (fimesromp; 00:05:47)

The stotute governing Vessel Funds ollows expenditures thot support public booting
occess, sofety, ond focilities. Approved expenditures moy include troining personnel,
providing public booting sofety educotion, constructing or repoiring booting occess sites,
ond conducting booting inspections. Sheriff Doug Willioms suggested the county use fhe
ovoiloble Vessel Funds to purchose o seorch ond rescue drone, noting how useful such
equipment would hove been in 2024 when o vehicle entered the Weston Reservoir ond
needed to be locoted.

Sheriff Willioms stoted thot he priced o drone ond estimoted thot the combined cost of
registrotion, operotor troining, ond miscelloneous expenses would be close to the $26,291
in Vessel Funds currently ovoiloble.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned fo submif the Counfy Vesse/ Fund Report in the
omount of $26,291.60, the cosf fo purchose o seorch ond rescue drone thot would
include troining, licensing, ond onything e/se necessory to gef the drone
operotiono/. Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. Alloyes. Motion corried.

Probolion Policy Suggested Updotes [fimestom p: o0:2t :t 2)

County Probotion Officer Gobe Jimenez brought suggested updotes to the Probotion
Policy before the Boord of Commissioners, stoting thot the lorgest chonges would be
under the "use of force" section. The proposed updotes would specificolly odd the use of
OC sproy (similor to pepper sproy) ond include troining on its use for de-escolotion of
force.

Prior to proposing the chonges, Mr. Jimenez stoted thot the current policy wos reviewed
by severol low enforcement peers from vorious locotions throughout ldoho. Following this

review, Mr. Jimenez confocted ICRMP, which provided somple policies from three ldoho
orgonizotions. lf the Boord opproves the proposed chonges, the document will be
submitted to ICRMP for review before returning to the Boord of Commissioners for finol
opprovol. Mr. Jimenez stoted he foresees the document being reviewed with the
commissioners on on onnuol bosis.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to outhorize Oneido County Probotion Officer
Gobe Jimenez to move forword with the updoted Oneido County Probotion Policy
by sendin g if to /CRMP for review. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes.
Motion corried.

Proposed Commissioner Meeling Schedule - 2026 [timesfomp: O0:3e:56)

An errorwos identified on the December2026 meeting schedule, which listed the first

meeting on the first Mondoy of the month rother thon the second Mondoy, os required

by ldoho Code. To remoin compliont, the commissioners chonged the meeting dote to
December 

.l4.

CommissionerJeppsen motioned to move the currently scheduled commissioner

meeting dote from December 7 to December l4 ond to keep the Dece mber 2lst

dote. Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. A// oyes. Motion carried.
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129K Overweight Vehicle Permits - Hess Pumice ftimestomp:00:4t:30)
Six 129,000-pound overweight vehicle permits for 2026 were submitted by Hess Pumice for
commissioner opprovol, listing them os permit numbers I thru 5.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to opprove issuonce of six (6)129,000-pound
overvveight vehicle permits (permit numbers I thru 6/ fo Hess Pumice Products, 100
Hess Drive , Molod City ldoho f or the 2026 colendor yeor. Seconde d by
Commissioner E/ioson. All oyes. Motion corried.

Rocky Mounloin Power - Subslolion Updole - l0:00o[r (rimestomp:00:48:t0)

Steve Leichty with Rocky Mountoin Power ond Oneido County Emergency Services
Monoger Don Willioms reported on the recent foilure of the substotion in Molod. The
protective devices intended to sofeguord the tronsformer did not operote os expected.
The tronsformer must be reploced, ond oll three breokers, olong with the bus work, were
domoged. The upstreom device protecting the tronsformer wos olso domoged. Testing
ond review of the protective devices will be conducted to determine why they did not
perform os designed.

Currently, only one of the three breokers is feeding the entire oreo, which could moke
power restorotion more chollenging if onother event occurs downstreom. There is

concern regording the ground grid, which consists of ground rods spoced every 6-8 feet
The three distribution breokers will need to be reploced ond rebuilt. The estimoted repoir
timeline is six months, olthough this moy chonge once the ground grid ossessment is

complete. The plon is to rebuild while the substotion remoins in operotion.

Mr. Leichty noted thot events such os this reveol system weoknesses ond opportunities for
improvement. Rocky Mountoin Power oppreciotes the support of the community. No
decisions were mode.

Engoge Wellness Updote (fimestomp; 0t:t7:55)

County Clerk Lon Colton reported on discussions with Engoge Wellness ond Computer
Arts regording incorporotion of the progrom. Computer Arts will set up o beto test. The
progrom is not expected to offect the budget, though o few budget lines will need to be
odded to ollow for proper trocking. Estimoted implementotion is in Jonuory.

The ogreement sent by Engoge Wellness hos been reviewed by legol counsel. Attorney
Lyle Fuller requested thot Engoge Wellness provide o representotion or worronty ensuring
complionce with oll tox lows. He olso noted thot some indemnificotions could be
removed ond thot porogroph 6 on poge 4 lists the wrong locotion. Attorney Fuller

requested o redline version for review before o finol copy is presented for commissioner
opprovol. No decisions were mode.

Bollot Security Meosures Compliont wilh ldoho Code 34-901 ftimestamp:0t:23:5e)

County Clerk Lon Colton exploined updotes to bollot security meosures being
implemented to enhonce election integrity. Severol oudit meosures ore in ploce to
detect ony froudulent ottempts, including on oudit of the stote level through the

Secretory of Stote's office.
The County will be moving to o bollot-on-demond system rother thon using pre-printed

bollots. During the voting process, voters provide identificotion, ore checked in, ond the
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issuing clerk teors off the bollot ond sfomps it with on officiol stomp. With the bollot-on-
demond system, the bollot is printed ond stomped during the check-in process. The
ldoho Stotewide Voter Registrotion System (ISVRS) trocks oll octivity ond provides
immediote updotes when voters ore checked into the system. No decisions were mode.

Deporlment Updote & Highlights I I:00om
Emergency ServiceS [fimestom p: 0t :35:50)

The remoining funds from the 2023 SHSP Gront ore $1 ,176.50 ond must be used by
Februory 28,2026. The funds ore designoted for "county resiliency," so expenditures
reloted to county emergency needs would likely be opproved.

The 2024 SHSP Gront must be used by Februory 28,2027. The totol oword of
$14,454.45 will be split between the county ond the Sheriff 's Deportment, with
$11,454.45 ollocoted to the county ond $3,000 to the Sheriff 's Deportment.

The 2025 SHSP Gront hos not yet been oworded

Previously discussed uses of the funds include purchosing o second LifeStrow woter
filtrotion system (previously opproved), long-term food storoge, cots, ond o
generotor for the Holbrook Fire Stotion or school.

On Tuesdoy, December 30,2025, between 9 o.m. ond l0 o.m., the school will test
the generotor to ensure it is operotionol in the event of onother emergency. The
generotor would then be housed of the school.

Rood & Bridge (timestomp: ot:54:t5)

Due to worm weother ond lock of snow, the Rood Deportment hos not been
octively plowing but hos continued work on other projects. The solt shed is full, ond
oll plows ond sonders hove been serviced ond ore reody for snowy conditions.
Grovel hos been houled, ond roods hove been potched in severol lower-troffic
oreos.

The sofety gront project is progressing. Rumble strips ond centerline pointing ore
expected to occur this summer from Snowville through Roy ond olong oll of Old
Highwoy 191 .

There is concern regording the rood neor Devils Creek, which is sinking. The stote
instolled droins severol yeors ogo, but the oreo hos continued to settle ond the dirt

hos shifted. The plon is to dig out thot side of the rood ond instoll odditionol droins

before the rumble strip project next yeor.

Dotes for chip seoling hove been set for next yeor, olong with o preliminory

estimote of the roods to be completed.

The deportment is working on instolling o fence oround the Juniper Pit ond plons to

opply for o gront to ploce o crusher there due to the current condition of the rood.

The new rood widener hos been used for ospholt ond grovel work in Arbon ond the

Norrows. The equipment is performing well, ond moteriol hos been compocted os
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much os possible; however, some rood edges ore too steep for the roller to sofely
reoch.

Building lnspeclor & Mqintenonce ftimestomp: o2:t7:44)

Building lnspector ond Mointenonce Monoger Tory Richordson provided o report
on city ond county building permit octivity for the period of October through
December 2025. During this period, seventeen (17) building permits were issued in
Oneido County. The permits issued included four (4) commerciol buildings, five (5)

outbuildings, five (5) single-fomily dwellings, one (l ) multi-residentiol building, ond
two (2) miscelloneous permits.

An onnuol comporison of totol permits issued shows o decline over time. ln 2021, o
totol of 124 permits were issued; by 2025, with only o few doys remoining in the
yeor, the totol stonds of ninety (90).

The courtroom remodel project is neoring completion. The corpet instollotion is

complete, ond the new doors for the courtroom offices ore scheduled to be
pointed the doy ofter Christmos. Blinds for the Treosurer's Office still need to be
completed. The downstoirs bothrooms were not included in the originol courthouse
remodel project, but require updotes ond, if possible, ADA complionce.

The projecfor from the old elementory school hos been instolled of the Event
Center ond, oside from o few remoining issues, is close to being operotionol. Event
Center roin gutter exits need to be extended into the ground with rock bed droins
instolled below the frost level. ln previous yeors, stonding woter hos been on issue ot
the foirgrounds, ond this improvement is expected to help mitigote thot problem.

Mr. Richordson reported thot during the recent county-wide power outoge, the
county generotors functioned os intended, olthough the courthouse generotor
required monuol stortup.

Weeds (timestomp: 02:27 :40)

Weed Supervisor Cody Clyde stoted there wos not much to report os this is the slow
seoson for the deportment. Some rush skeleton weed hos been locoted olong the
l-15 freewoy ond frontoge roods where the old highwoy used to be, including the
Couches grovel pit. Mr. Clyde met with the Noxious Weed Associotion in Preston o
few weeks ogo, where it wos noted thot rush skeleton weed is o widespreod issue.

Mr. Clyde reported thot the $30,000 ollocoted for FY2025 wos not releosed until the
end of the fiscol yeor, ollowing him to spend only opproximotely $8,000. He recently
submitted o $30,000 request for the cost-shore progrom, olong with on odditionol

$B,0OO request for Milestone chemicol to treot Mediterroneon soge discovered on

Somorio Mountoin. Lost seoson, the chemicol High Noon wos used unsuccessfully to
control the weed. Upon returning to the site, Mr. Clyde observed Mediterroneon
soge rosettes throughout the oreo ond is hopeful the new chemicol will be more

effective.
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Next yeor, the Oneido County Weed Deportment will be oble to subcontroct some
sproying, including work for the Bureou of Lond Monogement (BLM) ond helicopter
sproying.

Mr. Clyde stoted he will be recertifying this yeor for weed-free hoy ond foroge.
There ore o few forms in Oneido County, ond he olso ossists Bonnock County,
which does not currently hove o certified inspector.

The weed sproying drone wos domoged eorlier this yeor. Hylio hos ocknowledged
receipt of the drone ond will hove one of their controctors complete the repoirs. An
estimote is needed for the ICRMP cloim, ond Mr. Clyde will follow up with Hylio to
obtoin the estimote.

Adoplion of !mpoct Areo Ordinonce No. 2025-12-01 ond Findings of Focl ond Conclusions
Of low ftimesfomp: 02:02:52)

A public heoring wos held on December 2,2025, with discussion occurring during the
meeting thot followed the heoring. The Ordinonce ond Findings of Foct ond Conclusions
of Low (FFCL) were prepored by Attorney Lyle Fuller. Following the heoring, Exhibit A,
including the legol description ond mop, wos updoted by Deputy Assessor Joime Olsen
using informotion provided during the heoring ond meeting. The new impoct oreo shrinks
whot wos previously in ploce.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned fo occept Areo of lmpoct Ordinonce 2025-12-01
ond the Areo of lmpoct FoctuolFindings dofed December 22,2025. Seconded by
Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes. Motion corried.

Credit Cord Use ltmestomp: 02:40:55)

Discussion wos held regording the Credit Cord Policy, specificolly the prohibition on tips.
Clorificotion wos requested concerning holidoy meols ond the ollowonce of o $.l00 tip. lt
wos noted thot the Foirboord oppeors to mointoin seporote bonk occounts ond credit
cords outside of the county, while expenditures ossocioted with the county require
commissioner outhorizotion.

It wos further noted thot the policy should oddress tipping reloted to outhorized group
octivities, such os onnuol dinners or events involving volunteer service (including the
Foirboord, Plonning ond Zoning, ond IAC meetings), ond cleorly distinguish those
situotions from employee per diem expenses. The need to specify "group octivities
outhorized by the county" within the policy wos identified.

Commissioner Lewis motioned to occept the tip thof wos poid on fhe Foirboord
onnuol dinner hetd on November 8,2025. Seconded by Commissioner Elioson. All

oyes. Motion corried.

Non-Medicol lndigenl ltimestomp: 02:57:40)

County Clerk Lon Colton provided exomples of non-medicol indigent policies from other
counties. Currently, Oneido County donotes $500 onnuolly to the lnterfoith Council. The

Boord discussed the option of drofting on officiol resolution to oddress non-medicol
expenses, but it wos olso noted thot the county could continue with the onnuol donotion,
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occomponied by o stotement specifying whot the county will ond will not cover, which
could be posted on the county website.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned fo occept, in principle, on odoptotion of the
Cossio County lndigent Assisfonce sfolement thot could be posfed on the Oneido
County website once modified. Seconded by Commissioner E/ioson. A// oyes.
Motion corried.

P&Z Office Stoffing /fimesfomp: 03:t4:50)

During o budget meeting eorlier this yeor, the Plonning & Zoning Administrotor Rhondo
Neol indicoted she would retire in July 2026 ond recently stoted she plons to honor thot
commitment unless the county finds o replocement before thot time. The boord ogreed
thot oll of the focets reloted to thot role need to be identified ofter the first of the yeor. No
decisions were mode.

Muluol Aid Agreement With Other Counlies (iimestomp: o3:t6:45)

At the lost 4-county commissioner meeting, it wos suggested thot the county's mutuol oid
policy be updoted. County Clerk Lon Colton locoted two previous versions, updoted in

2019 ond 2021. The versions were very similor, with the moin difference oppeoring on
poge 2 of the most recent version. No decisions were mode.

Proposed Commissioner Assignmenls ond Choirmon tor 2026 ftimestomp: o3:25:5t)

Choirmon responsibilities ond ossignments for 2026 were discussed. lt wos unonimously
decided to keep the choirmon designotion ond commissioner ossignments unchonged in

2026.

Commissioner E/ioson motioned to nominote Commissioner Lewis os fhe Choirmon
of the boord for the 2026 yeor. Seconded by Commissioner Jeppsen. All oyes.
Motion corried.

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to mointoin the ossignmenfs fhe commissioners
hove hod fhus for. Secon ded by Commissioner Elioson. A// oyes. Motion corried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION - I :00pm [timestomp: 03:28:4t)

Commissioner Jeppsen motioned to move into (2) two Executive Sessions per ldoho Code
74-206 (l )(b) Io consider the evoluotion, dismissol or discplining of , or to heor comploinls or chorges
brought ogoinst, o pubtic officer, employee, stoff member or individuologent, or public schoolstudenl ond

(l) one Execufive Session per ldoho Code 74-206 (l)(f) ro communicote with legolcounselfor
the pubtic ogency to discuss the legol romificotions of ond legol options for pending litigotion, or

controversies nof yet being titigoted but imminently likely to be litigoted. Ihe mere presence of legol

counse/ ot on execufive session does not sotisfy this requtement. Seconded by Commissioner
Elioson. Ro//co// vote: Ayes from Commissioners Lewis, Elioson, ond Jeppsen. Mofion
corried.

*** Meeling odjourned bY l:50 Pm***

(,,r
S nci Do us, Deputy ClerkBill otrmon
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